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The Honorable Representative G.K. Buttertield
413 Cannon House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20515
Dear Representative Butterfield,

We are writing to inform you of our support for the American Clean Energy and Security
Act of 2009 (ACES).

Our reliance on fossil fuels is draining our economy, threatening our security, and putting
our planet in peril. We have the chance to transform our economy with clean energy, and
the American Clean Energy and Security Act will do just that. The three most important
components of the bill are the renewable electricity standard; the energy efficiency
resource standard, and science-based cuts in global warming pollution.

The renewable electricity standard would require that, by 2025, 25% of all of our
electricity come from clean, renewable, and homegrown sources. This standard alone
would create an estimated 297,000 new jobs nationwide and save consumers in North
Carolina $970 million in electricity and natural gas bills by 2025.'

Every state in the country has the potential to benefit from increased renewable energy.
In 2007, our legislature passed the Southeast’s first Renewable Energy and Energy
Efficiency Standard, calling for at least 7.5% of the state’s energy come from renewable
sources. A February 2009 report by the Southern Alliance for Clean Energy shows that
we can do much more. The report found that every Southeastern state, including North
Carolina, has the potential to meet a goal of 20% by 2020, without considering
tremendous untapped resources such as offshore wind. According to the report offshore
wind can more than make up the additional 5% by creating 140,097 MW or 54% of
North Carolina’s total potential renewable energy resource capacity. "



The energy efficiency resource standard, which would require utilities to use 15% less
energy by 2020, will encourage innovation, lower utility bills for consumers and
businesses, create jobs, and reduce pollution. In North Carolina, the standard would
create 6,400 jobs and save consumers an average of $640 per household annually by
2020,

Science-based reduction targets are critical. Scientists are in agreement that the United
States and the rest of the world must dramatically and quickly shift to clean energy and
reduce pollution to avoid the worst effects of global warming. ACES’s science-based
standards will reduce U.S. global warming pollution by 30% by 2020 by cutting pollution
domestically and preventing tropical deforestation through international agreements.

ACES currently leaves the issue of requiring polluters to pay unresolved. Auctioning
100% of the pollution credits rather than giving them to polluters for free is fair and will
create a large source of revenue to assist low and moderate income Americans with
energy costs and to invest in clean energy.

As Vice-Chair of the Subcommittee on Energy and the Environment and a member of the
full Energy and Commerce Committee, we ask that you support a strong American Clean
Energy and Security Act. This bill should require the United States generates 25% of its
electricity from clean sources by 2025, that utilities use 15% less energy by 2020, retain
its science-based targets, and require 100% auction of pollution credits, while limiting the
number of offsets.
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' Cumulative Electricity and Natural Gas Savings, Union of Concerned Scientists, HYPERLINK
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i “Yes We Can: Southern Solutions for a National Renewable Energy Standard, pg 4, Southern Alliance
for Clean Energy, February 12, 2009.
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