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The Obama administration has given the green light, so to speak, to the Environmental Protection Agency to

move ahead with rules limiting greenhouse gas emissions from large power plants and industrial polluters.

This was action the president wanted from Congress, but Capitol Hill can be an uphill climb when it comes to

environmental regulations opposed by utilities, oil companies and industries heavy on carbon dioxide

emissions.

Those industries, historically, want much softer rules and often try to justify resistance by saying that stronger

environmental regulation will hurt business and agricultural interests. But the administration is trying to speak

to that by exempting from the proposal farms and small businesses and others that don't really throw out all

that much carbon dioxide.

Coal-burning power plants, however, would be affected, as would large industries that produce most

greenhouse gas emissions. The largest such industries cause well over half of such emissions in this country.

Obama's predecessor was not

much interested in tackling the

greenhouse gas problem (some

in the Bush administration were

reluctant to admit global warming

even existed). Delay has not just

made the problem worse, but also

made the United States look like

a reluctant international partner in

the effort to improve the quality of

the environment and to preserve

the planet for those who travel it

in the future.

The notion of sending the EPA

out first with stronger rules goes a

bit against the president's

inclination to work with Congress. But too much time has been lost, eight years' worth.

Read Emailed Video

Teens become prey in Charlotte sex trade1.

Restaurant cooks up 'cue for U22.

U2 goes big in Raleigh -- really big3.

Don't be afraid to boo the coach4.

U2 goes big in Raleigh -- really big5.

Most Read Articles Feed

ACCESSCARE, INC

BOJANGLE'S FAMOUS CHICKEN'N BISCUITS

CONTINENTAL CARBONIC PRODUCTS, INC.

DEACON JONES

E D S A

FIRSTHEALTH OF THE CAROLINAS

GLENAIRE, INC

HOSPICE OF WAKE COUNTY

HOSPICE OF WAKE COUNTY

J Y MONK REAL ESTATE SCHOOL

LATEST COMMENT VIEW ALL COMMENTS

Editorials Top Stories  1 of 10 Get editorial updates

Cure Yellow
Teeth: A mom's
secret Trick
Learn the trick

discovered by a mom

to turn teeth white w/

under $5 

Get details... 

Top Colon
Cleansers 2009
Which Colon

Cleansers Really

Work? Lose Weight

With Colon Cleansing. 

More info... 

 

Most Popular

Print Ads

N&O Zone | Home Delivery | Stay Connected 

Emissions edict - Editorials - News & Observer http://www.newsobserver.com/opinion/editorials/story/123475.html

2 of 3 10/5/2009 2:51 PM



Emissions edict - Editorials - News & Observer http://www.newsobserver.com/opinion/editorials/story/123475.html

3 of 3 10/5/2009 2:51 PM


