
MEMBER CENTER: Create Account | Log In SITE SEARCH WEB SEARCH BY Go

HOME WEATHER NEWS ON YOUR SIDE HOLIDAYS FAMILY TRAFFIC SPORTS CONTESTS WHAT'S ON COMMUNITY ABOUT US LIFESTYLE

Newcomers' Guide Real Estate Coupons Help My House Health Connections Tributes Web Extras Mobile Email Alerts Twitter/Facebook

Forest Service says trees can slow climate change - WBTV 3 News, Weat... http://www.wbtv.com/global/story.asp?s=11531178

1 of 3 11/20/2009 3:32 PM



Email Print
Text Size

Forest Service says trees can slow climate change
Posted: Nov 18, 2009 3:32 PM EST

Updated: Nov 19, 2009 9:12 AM EST

By MATTHEW DALY
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) - National forests can be used as a carbon "sink"
with vast numbers of trees absorbing carbon dioxide to help slow
global warming, the Forest Service chief said Wednesday, but that goal
must be balanced.

He's also concerned about the risk of catastrophic wildfires that
produce massive amounts of carbon dioxide.

Forest Service Chief Tom Tidwell said his agency is trying to manage
forests to combat climate change while still easing the risk of wildfires
that have increased in frequency and intensity, in part because of
global warming.

Forests now store enough carbon to offset about 16 percent of the nation's fossil fuel emissions, but that
number could be reduced or even reversed if wildfires and insect infestation continue to increase,
Tidwell said.

"Disturbances such as fire and insects and disease could dramatically change the role of forests, thereby
emitting more carbon than currently sequestered" by tree stands across the country, Tidwell told the
Senate Public Lands and Forestry Subcommittee.

Elaine O'Neil, a research scientist at the University of Washington's School of Forestry, said wildfires in
California alone released emissions equivalent to that of seven million cars a year from 2001 to 2007.

The Forest Service and Interior Department spent about $2.4 billion last year fighting fires, double the
average amount spent a decade ago.

Tidwell said he hopes to increase the resiliency of federal forests through projects such thinning out
young trees and underbrush to control wildfires. Some fires must be allowed to cleanse and regenerate
forests that are overly dense, he said.

Lawmakers are looking at the role of forests in climate change, with the goal of including national
forests as a key part of a climate change bill being considered by the Senate.

"In my view, it is time to manage the nation's forests to address climate change and unlock their
potential," said Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore., the panel's chairman.

Proper management can ensure healthy forests that create carbon offsets that can be used to help
minimize the cost of carbon reduction in other parts of the economy, Wyden said. Use of such offsets -
which now are excluded from the Senate bill - would "finally provide a way to truly account for the
economic benefit that federal forests provide to our environment," Wyden said.

"We can create good-paying, green jobs while preserving our treasures and helping our climate," he
said.

Copyright 2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published,

broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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