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SAFEGUARDING OUR NATURAL 
RESOURCES FROM GLOBAL WARMING: 

 
 

Creating Green 
Jobs for America 
 
 
 

 
Global warming poses an unprecedented threat to the survival of the natural world and the fish and wildlife Americans 
cherish. With the passage of the American Clean Energy and Security Act in the House of Representatives, the Senate now 
has a historic opportunity to revive the rural economy and create new American jobs while securing clean air and water for 
future generations. In order to protect our communities and economy, climate and energy legislation must dedicate 5% of 
total allowance value to safeguarding our natural resources from changing climates.  
 
Our Economy and Public Health Rely on Our Natural Resources 
 
Natural systems provide goods, such as food and medicine, and life-support 
services essential to human life. These “ecosystem services” include filtering  
the air we breathe and the water we drink, generating fertile soils, controlling 
pests that destroy crops, providing habitat for wildlife, sequestering carbon 
and controlling floods.  What is this worth? 
 
To give an idea of the scale of natural resources’ contribution to our economy, 
if outdoor recreation related activities such as camping, fishing, hunting and 
wildlife viewing were one business, it would rank in the top 10 of Fortune 500 
companies. 1 
 
Other examples of our natural resources’ value include: 

 
Insects and Agriculture: More than 30% of our food crops rely on the 
services of pollinators. The combined value of native insect pollination 
and pest control services is estimated at $7.6 billion per year. 2 
 

 
 

One out of every 20 jobs 
in this country is linked to 
wildlife related activities, 
goods and services and 
these activities stimulate 
8% of all consumer 
spending.1 

Agriculture: 
$7.6 billion 
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Drinking 
Water:  
$4.3 billion 

Raw 
Materials: 
$130 billion 

 
Drinking Water: A conservative estimate for the value of water flowing from our 
national forests is more than $4.3 billion annually.3 The Catskill watershed provides 
New York City with most of its clean drinking water. Replacing the water filtration 
services provided by this watershed with a treatment plant would cost nearly $8 billion 
plus annual operating costs of $300 million.4 

 
 

Coastal Storm Protection: Coastal marshes and mangroves are 
essential barriers for protecting coastal and inland communities 
from storm surges.  A recent study estimates that these storm-
protection services are worth more than $23 billion annually.5 
 

 
Raw Materials: Non-timber products from forest ecosystems, 
including edible plants and medicines, have an estimated value of $5 
billion annually.  When combined with the timber industry, raw 
materials have an estimated value of $130 billion. The timber industry 
alone generates over 500,000 jobs annually.6  

 
Global Warming Threatens Communities Dependent Upon Fish, Wildlife and 
Natural Resources 
 
The IPCC warns that mid-range climate warming could cause 20 – 30 percent of the Earth’s plants and animals to 
go extinct between now and 2050. 7 

 
Yet the effects of global warming are already being felt across the planet. More than 
any time during the history of the earth, nature is threatened as climate change is 
happening more rapidly than ever before and additional stressors, such as 
development, pollution and population, exacerbate the impacts and impede the 
ability of nature to adapt and survive.  In the developing world it is not uncommon 
for 80% of the population to be dependent on their natural resources for survival.  

 
Even with immediate action to reduce greenhouse gas pollution, the following effects will continue for decades to 
come: 

 Drought and Declining Snowpack 
 Warming of Rivers, Lakes, Streams and Estuaries 

 
 

Storm Surge 
Protection: 
$23 billion
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By investing in a skilled 
workforce dedicated to 
safeguarding our native 
ecosystems, we can help 
protect our communities’ 
most valuable assets for 
generations—while 
creating jobs today.   

 
 Increased Coastal Flooding 
 Sea Level Rise 
 Ocean Acidification 
 Increased Wildfire 
 Invasive Species 
 Changes in seasonal events that disrupt wildlife and ecological 

communities 
 
At risk are the ecosystem services discussed above, and the many other benefits we receive from healthy natural 
systems. Not only is our economy at risk, but our public health and well-being also rely on vibrant natural systems 
and healthy fish and wildlife populations.   
 
Protecting Fish, Wildlife and Natural Resources Will Create Jobs and Protect Our 
Economy 
 
Dedicated funding through a cap-and-trade system is essential to help resource managers at the federal, state, and 
tribal levels enhance the resiliency and sustainability of fish and wildlife and critical natural resources.  These funds 
will allow state, tribes and federal agencies to develop science-based strategies and provide crucial support for job-
creating conservation activities. Across the country scientists, engineers, construction crews and others will be 
employed:   

 
 

 Restoring native landscapes to increase ecosystem resiliency in a warming world and 
maximize carbon sequestration and storage potential 

 Protecting communities and providing more flexibility and support in wildland fire 
management, a challenge that will only grow with climate change 

 Removing invasive species from natural areas 
 Repairing damaged watersheds 

 
 
 

Human health depends on the health of our forests, parks, public lands and 
open spaces.  Since the founding of our nation, our natural wealth has 
provided services and raw materials that fuel the engine of our economy.  
Restoring the health of our economy is inextricably linked to restoring the 
health of our natural systems – our green infrastructure. 
 
Our natural systems are already stressed by climate-related impacts such as 
extreme weather events, prolonged fire and pest seasons, drought and erosion. Taking on these challenges through 
dedicating a portion of cap-and-trade auction proceeds will create American jobs, providing new skills and income to 
workers and their families across the nation, particularly in rural communities. 
 
 

More than 80% of plants 
and animals studied are 
shifting their ranges  
because of warming.7  
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For more information, contact: 
 
Bill Lee – American Rivers (202) 243-7070 
Gary J. Taylor – Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (202) 624-1402 
Mike Daulton – Audubon (202) 861-2242 ext. 3030 
Alexandra Adams – Defenders of Wildlife (202) 682-9400 ext. 370 
Marty Hayden – Earthjustice (202) 667-4500 
Jon Hunter – Endangered Species Coalition (202) 476-0669 
Scott Kovarovics – Izaak Walton League (303) 548-0150 ext. 223 
Mark Wenzler – National Parks Conservation Association (202) 454-3335 
Bob Gruenig – National Tribal Environmental Council (505) 242-2175 
Derek Brockbank – National Wildlife Federation (202) 797-6666 
Eric Haxthausen, Jennifer McKnight – The Nature Conservancy (703) 841-4525 
Chris Lyons – Restore America’s Estuaries (703) 524-0248 
Athan Manuel, Myke Bybee – Sierra Club (202) 547–1141 
Keith Curley – Trout Unlimited (703) 284-9428 
Jad Daley  – The Trust for Public Land (202) 543-7552  
David Moulton, J.P. Leous – The Wilderness Society (202) 429-2681 
Kelly Keenan Aylward – Wildlife Conservation Society (202) 624-8195 
Steve Williams – Wildlife Management Institute (717) 677-4480 
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